CHAPTER HI

CULTURE & CIVILIZATION

Sociologists have proclaimed that "the civilizational
role of borrowing is fundamental The importation of
foreign products and ideas enables a group, whether
modern or primitive, to profit by the cultural opportunities
of its neighbours".1 Why, then, should culture contacts
lead to conflicts?

Before we seek the answer to the question, we may
examine the two words which occur in the above quotation,
culture and civilization. Do they mean the same thing?
At once we face one of the difficulties rather common in
the social sciences, namely, the lack of precise and agreed
definitions of the terms used. The two terms, vulture and
civilization are among the most frequently used and yet
they are among the least defined. Let us note some of the
connotations of the terms.

Compton's Pictured Encyclopedia speaks of man
passing through three stages, Savagery, Barbarism and Civi-
lization, and says that "Culture differs from civilization in
that it is a local variation within the stage of civilization".
Oswald Spengler speaks of each culture ending in a civili-
zation, of a civilization being the "organic-logical sequel
the fulfilment and the finale of a culture". He says that
"Every Culture has its own Civilization" and that "the
Civilization is the inevitable destiny of the Culture", a
"strict and necessary organic succession"?

P, N. Bose takes the view that they are different but
not in the sense of Spengler. Civilization deals with

1,     Goldenwiser, EARLY CIVILIZATION, p. 27."             ~~~

2.     Spengler, DECLINE OF THE WEST, p. 31.
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